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D.C. Board of Medicine

November 7, 2007
To All Medical Directors / GME Directors

Re:  Postgraduate Physician Training Enrollment 

Dear Directors:

The Postgraduate Physician Training Enrollment Program (PPTEP) was created to track postgraduate physicians who are practicing in D.C.  The program provides a regulatory framework for postgraduate physicians and attempts to clarify and in some cases liberalize the rules for postgraduate physicians.  Unfortunately, after nearly four years we are still encountering license applications from postgraduate physicians who are not in compliance with the regulations.  Moreover, many of the non-compliant physicians tell us that they were never advised of the requirements for enrollment and/or licensure.  We therefore encourage you to include a section on the requirements for enrollment as postgraduate physicians and licensure in your orientation sessions for incoming residents.  The staff of the D.C. Board of Medicine stands ready to present or assist in such a presentation to avoid the burden of administrative fines on these young physicians.
The regulations that pertain to postgraduate physicians are in Title 17 of the D.C. Municipal Regulations, §4611.  Those regulations are available on line at the below link.

http://hpla.doh.dc.gov/hpla/frames.asp?doc=/hpla/lib/hpla/med_reg_10-7-07.pdf
Several key points about the regulations cited above merit special mention.  The first point is who is a postgraduate physician.  Two sections of the regulations bear on this issue.  Section 4611.13 of the regulation states:

For purposes of the section, “postgraduate physician” means a person who holds a degree in medicine or osteopathy, who is enrolled in a postgraduate clinical program prior to licensure in any jurisdiction in the United States.

Therefore a physician in your program who acquires a full license (i.e. not a “training” license) in another jurisdiction is not eligible for PPTEP and must apply for a D.C. license. There are only two exceptions to this rule. A foreign medical graduate (FMG) who acquired a license in another jurisdiction that requires less training than the three years required for a D.C. medical license is not yet eligible for a license. These individuals will be allowed to continue to enroll as a postgraduate physician until they are eligible for a D.C. license. The second exception is for residents who acquire a license in another jurisdiction during their final 6 months of training. 

Per Section 4611.8 of the regulations, a physician may practice for a maximum of five years or the completion of a postgraduate clinical training program, whichever comes first.   Therefore, a physician who has completed a postgraduate program or is in the sixth year of a postgraduate training program must apply for a D.C. license.  A fellow who has already completed a postgraduate training program (residency) is not eligible for enrollment as a postgraduate physician, regardless of whether or not she has a license in another jurisdiction of the United States.

Several applicants have incurred fines because they were under the impression that postgraduate physician enrollment program is a one-time enrollment.  It is an annual enrollment, and postgraduate physicians must enroll each year of their postgraduate training.

The last salient point that I would like to bring to your attention is that the postgraduate training program must be ACGME-approved or approved by the D.C. Board of Medicine, per Section 4611.4 of the regulations.  Other important aspects of the regulations are highlighted on the attached pages.  

If you have any questions, please contact me at (202) 724-8802.

Sincerely,

Lisa A. Robinson

Health Licensing Specialist

D.C. Board of Medicine 

                       POSTGRADUATE PHYSICIAN TRAINEE ENROLLMENT

                                                  GENERAL INFORMATION

· The District of Columbia’s Department of Health/Licensing Administration is charged with the oversight and tracking of all medical residents/trainees in the District through the Postgraduate Physician Trainee (PPT) program.  As of September 2004, a new regulation (DCMR 4611.5) requiring enrollment with this office was implemented.

· This requirement is NOT a licensing process.  D.C. does not issue temporary or training licenses, as some other states do.  The residents/trainees will not receive anything from this office, and should not indicate that they are licensed on any other applications.  This is merely an enrollment process that allows this office to collect certain background data from each trainee via the online questionnaire, and to track their training locations via computer database.   The number shown on the website is NOT a license number, but simply a sequential number assigned by the computer as each person logs on.  It is sometimes used by DOH to locate a trainee in the system, but is not to be used as a license number.

· Any resident/trainee that holds a full medical license (i.e. not a “training” license) in any other jurisdiction is not eligible to enroll via the PPT process.  They are required, by law, to apply for and obtain a full D.C. medical license.  Failure to do so constitutes ‘practice without a license’, and will subject the trainee to disciplinary action by the Board of Medicine.

· For those that are required to enroll, failure to enroll or re-enroll during subsequent years will subject these trainees to disciplinary action by the Board of Medicine.

· Trainees under federal jurisdiction (i.e. the military or NIH) are exempt from enrolling.

· Trainees participating in short rotations of 90 days or less are exempt from enrolling.

· The residency programs must be ACGME or AOA accredited, or will not count towards licensure if/when the trainee applies.

RESIDENT/TRAINEE RESPONSIBILITY

· Upon beginning the residency program, the resident/trainee is required to enroll with the Dept. of Health via the online PPT enrollment form/questionnaire, found on our website at www.hpla.doh.dc.gov  - First click ‘Professional Licensing Boards/Registrations, then ‘Medicine’, then ‘Postgraduate Physician Enrollment’.

· The form is to be electronically submitted, and also a printed copy must be brought to the GME Director or designee (i.e. Program Director) for signature, payment, and submission to the Dept. of Health.  

· The annual fee each trainee must pay at time of enrollment and re-enrollment is $50.00.  Payment is to be submitted to the GME Director’s office at time of enrollment.

· Any ‘YES’ answers on the questionnaire must be accompanied by supporting documentation and explanation, for review by the Board of Medicine.  Approval will not be granted until completion of Board review and determination.

· Per the instructions, the resident/trainee must re-enroll each year that they remain in training.  They must maintain the original ID and Passwords created the first year for use each subsequent year.

HOSPITAL RESPONSIBILITY

· GME or Program Directors, or other appropriate designees are responsible for properly informing and advising all new residents/interns regarding this D.C. requirement, preferably as part of their residency orientation process.  Please note the correct website information above.

· GME or Program Directors are responsible for collection of the fees and signing the enrollment forms for each trainee.  They must then submit the forms to the Dept. of Health/D.C. Board of Medicine.

· GME or Program Directors must review each form they sign.  It is their responsibility to be aware of any ‘YES’ answers on the questionnaire, and to ensure that the trainee has provided the required explanations and supporting documentation for the Board’s review.  Submission of incomplete forms will only delay the trainees’ approval.

· Each hospital will be billed annually for the total amount of approved enrollees during each contract year.
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